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EGYPT. 

By  Consul   Arthur  Garrels,  Alexandria. 

During  1917  Egypt  experienced  a  continuation  of  the  improved 
economic  conditions  that  characterized  the  years  1915  and  1916. 
The  prosperity  and  betterment  that  have  accrued  to  the  internal  com- 
mercial and  general  economic  conditions  of  Egypt  since  1915  is  the 
direct  result  of  the  presence  of  troops  within  its  own  borders  and 
continguous  territory,  together  with  the  high  price  of,  cotton. 

Although  the  amount  spent  by  the  troops  themselves  was  curtailed 
during  1917,  because  of  the  extension  of  the  fighting  line  into  enemy 
territory,  there  was  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  general  supplies 
purchased  by  the  militaiy  authorities  in  Egypt.  The  president  of 
the  British  Chamber  of  Comuierce  in  a  recent  address  mentioned  the 
'•  marvellous  prosperity  of  the  agricultural  population,"  and  stated 
that  "  the  year  1917  may  be  said  to  have  been  the  most  prosperous 
one  within  the  memory  of  the  oldest  Egyptian  merchants." 

Cotton  Crop — Excellent  Results  of  Irrigation. 

Although  the  area  under  cotton  was  restricted,  the  value  of  the 
1916-17  crop,  exclusive  of  seed,  has  been  approximately  estimated 
as  $195,000,000.  The  price  of  Fully  Good  Fair  brown  Egyptian 
cotton  before  the  war  maintained  a  level  of  about  $20  per  cantar 
of  99  pounds.  During  1917,  the  price  rose  as  high  as  $60,  though 
the  bulk  of  the  cotton  sold  during  the  year  brought  between  $40  and 
$50.  The  1917-18  as  well  as  the  1916-17  cottonseed  crop  was  pur- 
chased by  the  British  Government.  This  resulted  in  a  curtailment  of 
local  crushing  and  created  for  a  certain  period  a  shortage  in  the 
supply  of  cottonseed  oil  for  local  consumption. 

The  1917  Nile  flood  was  of  almost  record  proportions.  The  fact 
that  two  unusually  high  floods  occurred  in  successive  3'ears  without 
serious  mishaps  to  the  irrigation  and  drainage  canals  and  ditches 
proves  the  efficiency  of  the  construction  and  the  upkeep  of  the 
system.  The  extent  of  the  1917  flood  was  of  far-reaching  economic 
importance.  The  overabundant  water  supply  permitted  the  filling 
of  irrigation  canals  to  maximum  high  levels.  This  enabled  the  flow 
to  reach  even  the  most  remote  areas  under  irrigation  with  a  minimum 
of  fuel  expenditure  for  pumping. 

Food  Control — Local  Production. 

During  1917  food  and  other  supplies  were  more  or  less  under 
Government  control;  maximum  prices  were  established  and  an  enu- 
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meration  Avas  made  of  available  stocks  of  certain  articles.  Although 
the  general  cost  of  living  in  Egypt  during  the  year  rose  almost  100 
per  cent  over  pre-war  prices,  shortages  Avere  not  of  sufficient  pro- 
portions to  create  a  crisis  of  imminent  hardship. 

The  conditions  imposed  by  the  war  greatly  stimulated  the  pro- 
duction of  the  few  small  manufacturing  enterprises  already  exist- 
ing in  Egypt  and  were  responsi'>Je  for  the  inauguration  of  addi- 
tional establishments,  including  cheese  and  macaroni  plants.  The 
three  local  breweries  have  been  compelled  to  enlarge  their  plants. 
For  the  yenvs  1908  to  1914  the  production  of  beer  in  Egypt  aver- 
aged approximately  1,320,000  gallons,  rising  to  1,980,000  gallons  in 

1915,  3,430,000  gallons  in  1916;  and  4,000,000  in  1917.  The  output 
of  several  smaller  local  tanneries  has  been  largely  increased,  as 
well  as  the  local  production  of  shoes  to  meet  the  shortage  occasioned 
by  diminished  shipments  from  Europe  and  America.  The  shoes 
are  hand-made,  principally  from  local  leather. 

Foreign  Commerce  Situation. 

The  generally  restricted  condition  of  the  world's  trade  resulting 
from  control  exercised  b.y  belligerents  over  shipping  proportionately 
affected  the  foreign  trade  of  Egypt.  Statistics  for  1917,  however, 
show  an  increase  over  the  191G  figures. 

Total  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  decreased  $4,696,268  from 

1916,  and  exports  increased  $22,523,83^2.  Trade  with  British  oriental 
possessions  shows  an  appreciable  increase.  There  was  a  general  de- 
crease in  business  with  Spain  during  the  year,  but  stabilized  political 
conditions  in  Greece  brought  about  a  partial  resumption  of  its  busi- 
ness with  Egypt. 

An  interesting  feature  of  Egyptian  foreign  commerce  was  the 
growth  of  trade  with  Japan;  imports  for  1917  show  an  increase  of 
more  than  100  per  cent  in  values  and  quantities  oxqv  1916.  Early  in 
1915,  Japanese  goods  began  to  arrive  in  Egypt  but  were  not  of  suffi- 
cient importance  to  be  separately  specified:  since  then  Japanese  im- 
ports have  steadily  continued  to  increase.  They  cover  generally  such 
articles  as  were  formerly  supplied  by  Germany  and  Austria.  The 
import  values  accredited  to  Germany  and  Austria  in  the  schedule 
represent  goods  sold  under  prize  court  jurisdiction. 

Imports  from  the  United  States  aggregated  $5,276,850  during  1917, 
a  decrease  of  $4,397,607  from  1916.  Purchases  of  coal  and  petrolemn, 
the  articles  of  greatest  value,  decreased  in  1917  as  a  result  of  dis- 
turbed shipping  conditions.  Exports  to  the  United  States  according 
to  Egjq^tian  customs  returns  amounted  to  more  than  consular  in- 
voices. This  difference  is  due  to  the  Egyptian  method  of  basing  the 
price  of  cotton  on  the  average  daily  price,  while  the  consular  declared 
export  returns  represent  invoice  valuas  f.  o.  b.  Alexandria  at  actual 
prices  received  under  sale  contract,  made  before  date  of  ship- 
ment. The  limited  and  unsatisfactory  shipping  facilities,  which  have 
been  in  the  past  the  chief  obstacle  to  an  extension  of  American  trade, 
became  still  more  limited  during  1917. 

Egyptian  Foreign  Trade  by  Countries. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  imports  from  and  exports 
to  the  principal  countries  during  1916  and  1917; 


EGYPT. 


Imports. 


Exports. 


Countries. 


X'nited  Kingdom . . . 
British  possessions: 

Mediterranean. . 

Orient 

Africa 

Germany 

Austria 

Belgium 

Spaij 


United  States 

France  and  Algeria . 
China 


$75, 200, 208 


S31,300 
OlS, 780 
400, 368 
468, 262 
29, 281 
7.5,139 
072,073 
674,457 
097, 560 


' (ireece 

Netherlands 

Italy 

Japan 

Persia 

Russia 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

Turke,y 

All  other  countries. 


Total 154, 125, 571 


9.50, 523 
307, 959 
384,945 


376,161 
097, 353 
.509;  S59 
37G,  781 
339, 173 
186,378 


$70,503,940 

1,602,334 

26, 044,  806 

113,  .5.52 

188,727 

3,937 

21,692 

872,177 

5,276,8.50 

5, 290, 807 

2,  712,  744 

12, 955, 846 

540, 212 

10,891,-578 

3, 338, 874 

358,846 

112,370 

668, 289 

1,284,. 501 

359, 240 

15,735,229 


158, 876, 608 


$99,455,611 

1,. 508,  627 

1,002,701 

30, 933 


195 

4,249,239 

34,518,924 

13,714,082 


2, 130, 590 

248. 856 

8,931,347 


72, 081 
9,322.81.2 

36, 851 
4.998,802 

86,1-27 
6, 629, 419 


1017 


8121,976,413 

] , 676, 540 

2,  626,  427 

67, 694 


2,119,6.S2 
25,288,402 
15,035,184 


4, 470, 8.55 

136,122 

12, 378. 194 

7,095,780 

6,1.33 

4, 586, 678 


4, 658, 819 
2,"  769,' .500 


183,934,197 


204, 892, 453 


Imports  by  Articles. 

The  following  table   oives  the   principal   articles   imported   into 
Egypt  during  1916  and  1917: 


Articles. 


Animal  by-products 

Animals,  live head. 

Beverages: 

ftons 

"\dozeu  bottles. 

/tons. 


Beer. 


Liquors  and  .spirits {dozen  baVtle.s; 

Waters. dozen  bottles. 

"^^'i"*^^ {dozen  bottles! 

All  other 

Boolrs  and  printed  matter 

Building  material: 

Cement tons . 

Lime  and  plaster do... 

Marble,  stone,  brick,  etc do. . . 

Candles do. . . 

Cereals: 

Barley  and  malt do... 

Chick-peas do . . . 

Com do... 

Helbeh do. .. 

Lupine do. . . 

Rice do. .. 

Sesame do . . . 

Wheat do... 

Chemicals,  drugs,  perfumery,  and  soaps 

Clothing: 

Ilaliordashery  and  furnishings 

Hats 

lyingarie  and  clothing 

Shawls 

Shoes pairs. 

Coal t  ons . 

Charcoal do . . . 

Coffee do... 

Cocoa,  chocolate,  and  preparations 

Copper,  brass,  and  manufactures tons. 

Dairy  products: 

Butter do. . . 

Cheese do.. . 

Milk  and  cream,  prepared do... 

Fish,  smoked  and  preserved do . . . 


1016 


Quantity. 


29,317 

10, 703 
832,319 
520 
248,173 
209,123 
6,616 
54, 152 


Value. 


17,148 

5,  S31 

2,080 

727 

4,132 

283 


170 

,878 

23 

3 


449, 170 

916, 509 

3,399 

7, 548 


269 

320 
.  846 
1,320 
2,770 


S74,062 
188,542 

2,403,234 

1,940,9.55 

266, 007 

1,059,487 

107,270 
699, 373 

370, 363 

65, 169 

221, 4S1 

205,997 

451,974 
32,914 


3,912 

9,  .890 

585, 192 

1, 836 

170 

4,333,850 

1,440,768 

130, 204 

2,374,467 

60,085 

721,988 
25,781,-519 

1.56,042 
2,097,087 
1,230,888 

216,082 

255,348 
51-5, 736 
337,913 

922, 056 


Quantity. 


Value. 


27, 067 

1,977 
159, 564 
333 
121,081 
90, 578 
6, 038 
32, 650 


3, 542 
586 

1,5-35 
807 

1,288 

207 

1, 105 

7 

25 

14, 609 

862 


293,722 

461 1987 

1,532 

7,186 


153 

242 

67 

1,334 

295 


.591,427 
315, 493 

596,661 

1,363,514 

133, 338 

970,755 

S3, 642 
594,. 509 

116,277 

7,  695 

199,750 

276,980 

190,962 

22, 889 

38, 63S 

908 

1,567 

1,231,307 

131,851 


4,257,922 

1,276,  .537 

11,5,139 

1,691,191 

60, 294 

676, 874 

10,516,0.57 

85, 499 

2, 745, 303 

274,390 

163,243 

'  181.142 

,  .59,067 
566, 605 
126, 382 
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Artictes. 


Flour,  wheat  and  cnm tons . . 

ricur  and  meals,  n.  e.  s do 

Fats,  animal do 

Fertiilzers do 

Food  products: 

Ivlacaroni do — 

Meats,  smoked  and  preserved do — 

Oleomargarine do — 

Olives do  — 

Onions do — 

Potatoes do  — 

Haricots do — 

6ugar do — 

Sugar  manufactures do  — 

Scioes do — 

T«a do 

Vegetables — 

Presorved do 

Dried  and  fresh do 

Other 

Fruits- 
Dried tons.. 

Fresh do 

Furniture: 

Wood 

Iron  and  metai  beds 

Glass  goods  and  queensware 

Instruments,  scientific  and  electrical 

Iron,  steel,  and  manufactures: 

Building  a:id  construction  material,  .tons. . 

Hardware  and  housefurnishing  goods. 

Tubes  and  tubing 

Other 

Lamps 

Leather , 

Leather  maniifactures: 

Fancy  goods 

Other 

Lumber  and  manufactures : 

For  furniture  and  finishing 

For  construction  and  building, cubic  meters. 

Machinery  and  parts: 

Agricultural 

Electrical 

Explosion  motors pieees. . 

Steam  and  traction  engines  and  boilers 

Other 

Metals  and  manufactures,  n.  e.  s 

Metals,  precious,  and  maniifaettiTes 

Oils: 

Olive tons . . 

Other  vegetable do 

Petroleum i^^ 

\cases . . 

Other  mineral tons . . 

Paper  and  manufactures: 

Cartons  and  wrapping 

Cigarette  paper tcajs . . 

Stationery  and  printed  matter 

Paints  and  colors 

Railroad  equis^ment  and  supplies: 

Locomotives 

Rolling  stock  and  supplies 

Rails ." tons . . 

Textiles  and  manujactures: 

S'^-^^ts {g^--; 

Carpets 

Cordage tons. , 

Cotton  thread  and  yam 

Cotton  cloth 1^°^;  •  ■  •  ■ 

\meters.. 

Slik  doth 

Woolen  doth metexs.. 

Velvets,  plushes,  veilings,  etc {mefeVs" ' 

Sailcloth ^toDs..:. 

Vmeters.. 

Tarpaulins  and  similar  materials 

Sacks tons. . 

Threads  and  yarns,  other  than  cotton 

Wools,  other  than  cotton 

Other 


Quantity. 


26, 435 
955 
851 

2.5, 432 


27,694 

161 

1,326 

SS7 

9, 614 

999 

7,474 

6,310 

1,095 

1,225 

2,113 
45 


5, 67S 
14,  794 


3,593 


36, 727 


1,  757 
4,139 

S3, 596 
6,395 

10, 102 


436 


103 
393, 132 


1,784 


18, 576 
10,  728, 458 


1,467,051 
23 

292, 818 

24 

435, 828 


14,322 


Value. 


§2,851,665 

300, 203 

169,301 

1,892,907 

89, 930 

S,  452, 591 

59, 566 

144, 456 

24, 192 

567, 892 

161, 886 

1,044.512 

1,641,246 

432. 259 

629!  409 

345, 44S 

1,926 

65,284 

871, 91S 
580, 547 

294,  724 

184, 655 

1, 600, 108 

820, 107 

333, 447 
5R9, 958 
429.444 
3, 079, 080 
168, 113 
610,117 

58, 288 
115,384 

82,550 
1, 161, 442 

206,182 
46. 038 
320',  672 
193, 437 
793, 041 
519, 978 
89,341 

521,704 
1,  292, 525 

4, 479,  G58 

2,106,115 

1, 4.56, 671 

499,035 

1,222,281 

2,448,208 

123,068 
16, 143 
20,254 

517,308 

277,404 

792,327 

3,421,483 

28,614,017 

1,j034,731 
2,082,562 

611,594 

422, 663 

174, 176 

3, 104, 269 

1,350,384 

1, 834, 050 

33, 278 


Quantity. 


22, 162 
56 
559 

36, 940 

12 

19,325 

42 

283 

198 

9,779 

122 

10, 921 

751 

1,938 

3,057 

502 
48 


7,905 
9,678 


3,593 


3  222 


1,912 

1..384 

50, 8921 

143/ 

6.336 


325 


311 


116 
250,332 


796 


15. 095 
94,561,104 


1, 669, 768 
30 

265, 711 
20 

156,353 


21, 875 


Value. 


53,458,634 

84, 121 

156, 591 

3, 756, 502 

.3,283 

7,001,788 

19,965 

109,  770 

4,671 

495, 766 

18, 912 

1, 644, 599 

292, 334 

905,276 

1,472,823 

155, 369 
16,901 
31, 108 

1, 022, 296 
471, 475 

206,042 

115, 469 

1,465,383 

509, 075 

441,440 
414,589 
190,364 
4, 202, 573 
192, 983 
687, 243 

33,238 
106,  766 

112,410 
225, 249 

123, 542 
59, 411 
299, 570 
135, 698 
657,383 
603, 670 
64, 730 

862,581 
909,627 

2,974,080 

1,348,393 

1,050,694 
380, 982 
712, 068 

2, 132, 307 

119, 396 
4i,653 

434,404 

394, 784 

448,516 

3,598,978 

34, 879, 342 

1,309,501 
3,318,190 

531,315 

280, 962 

157, 435 

5,419,549 

2,104,528 

2,573,288 

17,006 


SUPPLEMENT  TO 


DAILY  CONSULAR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS 

ISSUED  BY  THE  BUREAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE 

DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE,  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

Annual  Series  No.  40b.  March  4,  1919 

BRAZIL. 

RIO  GRANDE  DO  SUL. 

By  Consul  Samuel  T.  Lee,  Porto  Alesrc 

The  consular  district  of  Rio  Grande  do  Sul,  as  at  present  estah- 
lished,  includes  the  States  of  Rio  Grande  do  Sul  and  Santa  Catha- 
rina,  the  t^vo  southernmost  States  of  Brazil.  The  State  of  Rio 
Grande  do  Sul  has  an  area  approximately  twice  the  area  of  Penn- 
sjdvania,  and  Santa  Catharina  is  about  half  as  large  as  Rio  Grando 
do  Sul.  The  officially  estimated  population  of  the  consular  district 
is  2.500,000— i>,000,00b  in  Rio  (irande  do  Sul  and  500,000  in  Santa 
Catharina.  Porto  Alegre,  with  a  population  of  180,000,  is  the 
capital  and  chief  commercial  center  of  the  State  of  Rio  Grande  do 
Sul.     Rio  Grande  is  the  only  deep  water  seaport  of  the  State. 

The  State  of  Rio  Grande  do  Sul  lies  entirely  within  the  South 
Temperate  Zone,  and  the  seasons  are  well  defined.  The  sunnners  are 
excessively  hot  in  December,  January,  and  February,  and  the  winters 
often  bring  sharp  cold  spells  with  killing  frosts.  The  climate  on  the 
seaboard  is  very  damp  in  winter,  and  the  mean  annual  temperature 
at  the  port  of  Rio  Grande  do  Sul  is  reported  to  be  GtP  F. 

Cattle  raising  and  agriculture  are  the  chief  industries,  with  the 
former  in  the  lead.  Allied  with  the  cattle  industry  is  the  produc- 
tion of  jerked  beef  (xarque)  and  other  animal  by-products,  such  as 
hides,  horns,  tallow,  etc.  The  beef-canning  industry  is  rapidly  tak- 
ing the  place  of  the  jerked-beef  trade,  and  exportations  to  various 
European  countries  are  constantly  increasing  in  importance. 

Beef  Exports  Lead  in  1917  Trade. 

During  1917  Rio  Grande  meat  products  were  in  great  demand,  a.s 
shown  by  later  figures,  when  the  figures  of  lOlG  are  compared.  The 
most  remarkable  increase  was  in  amount  of  canned  beef  exported, 
the  greater  part  of  which  was  purchased  by  British  and  French 
buyers.  Equipment  is  being  l)ui!t  in  this  district  to  prepare  and 
export  chilled  beef. 

The  only  figures  available  show  the  values  of  canned  beef  exported 
and  are  therefore  somewhat  misleading,  for  the  reason  that  1917 
prices  arc  probably  double  those  of  191G  as  a  general  average  for  the 
year.  This  would  thus  materially  reduce  tlic  apparent  increase  of 
1917  production  over  that  of  1910.  This  remark  can  be  applied  in 
varying  scale  to  the  other  items  of  export. 

The  accompanying  figures  show  amounts  of  various  articles  ex- 
ported from  the  State  of  Rio  Grande  do  Sul  during  1917  to  the 
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other  States  of  Brazil  and  foreign  countries, 
to  foreicn  countries  alone  are  not  available. 


Statistics  of  exports 


^Products. 

1916 

1917 

In- 
crease. 

Products. 

1916 

1917 

In- 
crease. 

.Jerked  beef 

$7,091,571 
2,461,691 
1,446,323 
299,496 
591,594 
521,019 
982,309 

$10,711,313 
4,213,371 
3,347,180 

2,815,271 
2,041,241 
1,816,195 
1,499,501 

Pa  ct. 
51.0 
71.1 
131.4 

840.0 
245.0 

248.6 
52.6 

Beans,  black 

-,  Wine 

$665,328 
694,484 
609, 665 
151,829 
356,625 
340,710 
56,643 

$1,373,755 
975, 327 
932, 710 
566,061 
461,825 
400, 780 
100,661 

Per  ct. 
106.4 
40.0 

Hides,  salted 

Herva  matte 

53.0 
289.3 

Rice 

29.5 

TaDow 

Alfalfa 

Bacon 

17.6 

Wool 

77.7 

Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

The  following  annual  declared-export  return  shows  amounts 
shipped  to  the  United  States  and  invoiced  through  this  consulate 
from  January  19,  1917,  at  which  date  the  consulate  was  established, 
to  the  end  of  1917.  This  table  is  in  no  way  indicative  of  actual  ex- 
ports from  this  district  to  the  United  States,  for  the  reason  tliat  prob- 
ably 90  per  cent  of  Rio  Grande  products  finally  reaching  the  United 
States  are  shipped  by  rail  to  Buenos  Aires  and  Montevideo.  The.se 
commodities  are  solcl  by  local  dealers  to  buyers  at  the  ports  men- 
tioned for  accumulation-  with  ultimate  destination  unknown.  The 
Rio  Grande  exporters  seldom  deal  directly  with  American  import- 
ers, or  with  them  at  all. 


Articles.                    Pounds. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Pounds. 

Value. 

Beans,  black 1,041,480 

Beef: 

?41,195 

70,300 

58, 255 

19 

35,518 

7,751 

14,805 
.    10,456 

Hides: 

Dry 

20,805 

2,373,474 

13,200 

148,544 

587 

?6, 147 

Dried 463,208 

Salted 

1,229,701 

Jerked 405, 6.54 

Lard 

2,264 

Beeswax 81 

Tallow,  beef 

22,822 

Glue 207, 378 

Wool 

139 

Total 

Hail-: 

1,499,432 

Cattle 61,600 

Horse 50, 112 

As  already  noted,  probably  90  per  cent  of  Rio  Grande  exports  leave 
for  Montevideo  and  Buenos  Aires  by  rail,  wdiile  the  remaining  10 
per  cent  only  pass  out  of  the  port  of  Rio  Grande,  which  has  been 
built  at  great  expense  and  is  one  of  the  best-constructed  ports  in 
South  America.  The  port  charges  are  so  high,  however,  that  an  ex- 
porter at  distant  inland  points  can  ship  more  cheaply  by  rail  to  tide- 
water at  Montevideo.  Thus  with  the  greater  part  of  the  exports 
shipped  from  other  ports,  the  port  of  Rio  Grande  declines  materially 
in  importance  as  an  ocean  port. 

Chief  Articles  of  Import. 

The  imports  would  naturally  take  in  reversed  direction  the  routes 
of  communication  open  to  exports,  but  in  practice,  in  order  to  facili- 
tate customs  administration  and  for  various  other  causes,  the  greater 
percentage  of  imports  destined  for  this  consular  district  are  entered  at 
Rio  de  Janeiro  and  transshipped  there  on  the  smaller  draft  coast- 
ing vessels  serving  the  ports  of  Santa  Catharina  and  Rio  Grande  do 
Sul,  which  can  navigate  the  shallow  channels  of  Lagoa  dos  Patos 
and  finally  deliver  the  bulk  of  their  cargoes  at  Porto  Alegre.  Thus 
the  formal  statistics  showing  importations  through  the  various  ports 
of  this  district,  fail  to  show  its  true  importance  in  the  national  trade 
of  Brazil.    A  closer  approach  to  true  conditions  would  be  to  report 
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that  tlie'two  southernmost  States  have  approximately  one-tenth  of 
tlie  population  of  Brazil,  consume  one-tenth  of  the  total  imports^  and 
furnish,  probably,  more  than  one-tenth  of  the  total  exports  of  Brazil. 
The  following  statistics  furnished  by  the  American  consulate  gen- 
eral at  Eio  de  Janeiro  have  been  segregated  from  national  statistics 
to  show  values  of  imports  of  50  leading  articles  through  the  ports  of 
entry  of  this  consular  district. 


Articles. 


Values. 


Cardboard  and  millboard 

Cement ; 

Chemical  products,  medichies,  etc. 
Cloth: 

Cotton  goods,  n.  e.  s 

Piece  goods,  dyed,  and  cotton. 

Piece  goods,  n.  e.  s 

Coal 

Copper  goods 

Fish,  preserved,  and  extracts 

Flour,  wheat 

Fruits,  dried 

Gasoline 

Glass,  window 

Ink 


Iron: 

Bar  and  rod 

Plates  and  sheets 

Staples,  screws,  and  rivets.. 

Steel  bar  and  rod 

Superstructure  for  buildings. 

Other  manufactures 

Kerosene 

Lead: 

Bullets,  etc 

Pigs,  ingots,  and  sheets 

Machinery: 

Apparatus,  etc 

Electrical  apparatus 


S41,012 
349,085 
389,381 

fif),  834 

80,674 

209, 130 

359,541 

57, 834 

69, 812 

, 509, 751 

28, 220 

226, 680 

77, 685 

40,072 

138, 100 
88, 544 
37, 824 
185, 808 
228, 030 
122,339 
026, 130 

35, 112 
65, 249 

332,708 
05, 211 


Articles. 


Motor  cars 

Oil: 

Linseed 

Lubricating 

Paper: 

Prtntiug 

Other 

Porcelain  and  earthenware  goods 

Pumps,  hydraulic 

Rails,  fishplates,  etc 

Rosin 

Salt 

Sewing  machines 

Skins  and  hides,  prepared 

Soda,  caustic 

Staves  and  hoops 

Thread,  sewing 

Tin,  bar,  rod,  sheet,  and  plate 

Tinplate,  in  sheets 

Tools,  etc 

Tubes,  pipes  and  joinings 

AVheat 

AVheels,  axle,  etc.,  for  wagons  and  rail 

way  cars 

Wines,  sweet 

Wire: 

Barbed 

Iron  and  steel 

Yarn,  cotton 


Values. 


.?99, 870 

113,043 
184,952 

175, 153 
04,059 
82, 149 
30,990 
38,938 
.54,588 
005, 131 
78,006 
137, 197 
100,030 
41,957 
210, 197 
118,200 
1,147,803 
90,019 
203, 848 
621, 237 

146, 462 
59, 878 

233, 1S2 
551,375 
73, 536 


Meat  Industry — Agricultural  Products. 

The  growth  of  the  cattle  industry  in  this  district  has  been  quite 
marked,  the  number  of  cattle  shiughtered  in  the  jerked-beef  industry 
alone  being  shown  by  the  following  figures : 

1908 593,059  1913 695,748 

1909 588,703  1914 510,885 

1910 673.  580  1915 483.  514 

191] 727,852  191G 457,958 

1912 804,264  1917 627,050 

Cattle  slaughtered  for  local  consumption  would  add  from  350,000 
to  400,000  a  jea.v  to  foregoing  figures.  Official  statistics  indicate 
that  there  were  8,443,400  head  of  cattle  in  the  State  of  Rio  Grande 
do  Sul  at  close  of  1917. 

Agriculture  is  of  secondary  importance  and  is  steadily  increasing. 
The  following  table  gives  official  figures  of  production  for  the  State 
of  Eio  Grande  do  Sul  clurino-  1917. 


Products. 


Maize 

Beans 

Rice 

Wheat 

Potatoes 

Herva-matte 
Tobacco^... 

Alfalfa 

Barley 

Rye 

Oats 

Peanuts 


Values. 


S36,000, 

6, 113, 

7,014, 

7, 156, 

3, 883, 

12, 056, 

1,184, 

4, 500, 

252, 

213, 

216, 

225, 


Products. 


Beans,  lima 
Peas ........ 

Lentils 

Lupine 

Birdseed... 

Onions 

Garlic 

Herbs 

Fruit 

Total. 


Values. 


.     ?348, 750 

159,000 

229, 450 

27. 950 

258; 750 

750,312 

194, 095 

17,925,090 

21, 7.50, 000 


120,464,707 
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Opportunities  for  American  Trade.  « 

There  has  been  great  shortage  of  tonnage  during  the  war  for  both 
exports  and  imports,  and  trade  with  the  United  States  has  been  most 
seriously  hampered.  However,  Brazilians  generally  take  kindly 
to  our  goods  and  are  easily  convinced  that  quality  is  a  greater  con- 
sideration than  price.  Our  goods  appeal  to  them  and  they  like  us 
as  individuals  and  as  a  Nation.  Fair  dealing,  proper  carrying,  and 
banking  facilities  will  build  up  a  permanent  profitable  trade. 


WASHINGTON'  :  GOVERNMENT  PRINTING  OFFICE  :  1919 


SUPPLEMENT_TO 

COMMERCE  REPORTS 

DAILY  CONSULAR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS 

ISSUED  BY  THE  BUREAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE 

DEPARTMENT  OF   COMMERCE,  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

Annual  Series  No.  22b  March  6,  1919 

BRITISH  WEST  INDIES. 
JAMAICA. 

By  Vice  Consul  EdTvard  B.   Cipriani,  Port  Antonio. 

Jamaica  has  suffered  from  three  hurricanes  in  three  successive 
years,  as  a  result  of  which  its  banana  fields  were  completel}^  de- 
stroyed and  great  damage  done  to  coconut  and  other  plantations. 
The  loss  from  the  1917  hurricane  was  greater  than  was  at  first  ap- 
parent, and  a  large  number  of  trees,  damaged  by  the  storm,  have 
subsequently  fallen  victims  to  parasitic  diseases  or  decayed  from 
bud  rot. 

In  addition,  restrictions  placed  by  the  United  Kingdom  on  im- 
ports of  coffee  and  cocoa  in  consequence  of  the  war,  reacted  very 
adversely  on  these  two  staples.  Food  crops  also  suffered  heavily 
and  created  a  shortage,  causing  material  advance  in  prices  in  some 
sections  of  the  country.  Food  production  has  been  the  important 
question  in  Jamaica,  not  only  as  a  result  of  war  conditions  and 
the  consequent  deficiency  in  imports,  but  also  because  of  the  recent 
hurricanes.  The  planting  of  such  crops  as  j^ams,  potatoes,  cassava, 
and  corn,  has  substantially  increased,  and  the  outlook  for  a  general 
improvement  is  very  satisfactory. 

■Unfavorable  Economic  Conditions. 

The  consular  district  of  Port  Antonio,  the  center  of  the  Jamaica 
banana  industry,  has  always  been  the  principal  sufferer  from  these 
storms,  great  financial  loss  and  economic  distress  resulting  in  every 
section  of  the  community,  the  quick-growing  banana  and  suit- 
ability of  the  soil  for  food  crops  alone  saving  the  district  from  com- 
plete ruin.  After  the  1915  hurricane  there  was  a  decrease  in  crops 
of  40  per  cent;  after  that  of  1916,  60  per  cent;  and  after  that  of 
1917,  75  per  cent. 

During  1917  the  principal  fruit  company  moved  its  headquarters 
from  Port  Antonio  to  Kingston  and  two  other  companies  went 
out  of  business.  This,  in  addition  to  the  general  destruction  of 
crops,  resulted  in  scarcity  of  employment  throughout  the  district, 
and  great  suffering  followed  among  the  poorer  classes,  a  large  num- 
ber of  the  men  emigrating  to  other  districts  or  to  Cuba.  It  is  esti- 
mated-that  40  per  cent  of  the  laborers  of  this  district  emigrated  dur- 
ing the  year. 

Growth  of  Import  Trade. 

In  40  years  the  value  of  Jamaica's  import  trade  has  more  than 
dQublecl  and  each  decade  shows  further  progress  in  the  transference 
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of  the  island's  trade  from  the  United  Kingdom  to  the  United  States. 
Food  products  show  the  greatest  increase,  followed  by  manufactiirecj^ 
good  and  raw  materials.  The  chief  foodstuffs  imported  into 
Jamaica,  according  to  value,  are:  Wheat  flour,  salt  fish,  rice,  corn 
meal,  milk,  butter,  biscuits,  and  spjt  meats.  The  quantities  imported 
during  1917,  as  compared  with  tlie  pre-war  average  for  1911-1913, 
are  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 

1917 

Average, 
1911,  1913. 

Articles. 

1917 

Average, 
1911,  1913. 

Flour bags . . 

Salt  fish pounds.. 

Rice do.... 

Milk cases . . 

Corn  meal bags . . 

Butter .pounds. . 

Bread    and    crackers 
barrels...  . 

206, 962 

4,960,323 

15,522,342 

26, 018 

67,397 

139,965 

195,674 

277,308 

11,148,137 

14,880,215 

58,426 

64, 426 

1,144,995 

3, 826, 256 

Salt  herrings barrels. . 

Salt  pork do 

Salt  beef do.... 

Peas  and  beans. .  .bushels. . 
Corn do 

23,526 
2,163 

780 
2,102 
57,396 

40, 204 
5,105 
4,506 

18, 123 
263,908 

These  figures  show  the  decreases  in  the  chief  imports  of  foodstuffs 
between  1913  and  1917  to  have  been  as  follows:  Salt  fish  and  salt 
pork,  about  50  per  cent;  crackers  and  biscuits,  94  per  cent;  peas  and 
beans,  88  per  cent;  salt  beef,  82  per  cent;  corn,  75  per  cent;  salt  her- 
rings, 41  per  cent;  flour,  25  per  cent;  and  corn  meal,  10  per  cent. 
The  onl}^  important  food  product  showing  an  increase  over  the  pre- 
war average  is  rice. 

Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

The  following  table  shows  the  declared  exports  from  the  Port 
Antonio  consular  district  to  the  United  States  for  the  period  from 
August  26  (on  this  date  the  consulate  was  destroyed  bj"  fire)  to 
December  31,  1917 : 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Valro. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Bananas bunches . . 

Bttterwood tons . . 

Coconuts number . . 

Fustic tons. . 

Grapefruit packages . . 

508, 866 

20 

1,229,850 

82 

3,026 

8161,954 

221. 

39,998 

2,383 

7,293 

Logwood tons . . 

Oranges packages.. 

Pimento pounds . . 

Total  

2,700 

3,538 

174,135 

S53, 120 

3,788 
8,113 

276, 870 

Agricultural  Societies — Loss  of  Sanana  Crops. 

In  several  parts  of  the  island  crop-growing  competitions  have 
been  organized  by  the  Jamaica  Agricultural  Society  and  by  local 
agricultural  boards  with  great  success.  These  competitions  have 
been  of  material  aid  in  encouraging  interest  in  the  various  crops 
and  improved  methods  of  cultivation  generally.  The  prizes  usually 
consist  of  money,  but  in  some  cases  cattle  and  pigs  have  been  given 
to  the  successful  competitors. 

The  banana  crop,  of  course,  has  been  greatly  damaged  by  the  three 
hurricanes,  and  the  effect  has  been  a  discouraging  one  on  a  number 
of  smaller  proprietors,  who  have  sustained  great  financial  losses.  As 
a  result,  some  of  these  have  not  replanted  bananas  but  have  put 
in  other  crops,  where  the  element  of  chance  is  not  so  great.  The 
recent  appearance  of  the  Panama  disease  on  a  number  of  banana 
I)lantations  has  also  suspended  the  further  x^lanting  of  bananas  even 
on  some  of  the  larger  estates. 
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The  effect  of  the  1915,  1916,  and  1917  hurricanes  on  the  banana  in- 
dustry may  be  noted  from  the  following  figures  of  exports :  In  191'1, 
16,200,000  bunches,  valued  at  $6,908,308 ;  in  1915,  8,156,860  bunches, 
valued  at  $2,917,608;  in  1916,  3,499,563  bunches,  valued  at  $1,082,777; 
and  in  1917,  2,394,514  bunches,  valued  at  $1,447,676.  For  the  first 
time  in  several  years,  banana  figs  were  shipped  to  foreign  markets. 
These  are  a  fair  substitute  for  the  Turkish  dried  figs. 

Coconuts — Plans  for  Increased  Su^r  Cultivation. 

Despite  the  fact  that  a  very  large  number  of  coconut  trees  were 
blown  down  by  the  hurricanes  and  a  number  perished  from  bud  rot, 
the  coconut  is  rapidly  assuming  a  position  of  great  importance 
among  the  staples  of  Jamaica.  The  copra  industry  is  being  given 
much  attention ;  several  firms  have  erected  large  copra-drying  plants, 
and  some  of  the  larger  estates  have  more  than  doubled  their  output. 
The  product  of  about  6,000,000  nuts,  1,183  tons  of  copra,  Avas  ex- 
ported during  1917,  while  exports  of  coconuts  amounted  to  nearly 
30,000,000  nuts. 

The  exports  of  sugar  during  1917  amounted  to  32,000  tons  valued 
at  $3,260,570,  establishing  a  modern  record  for  the  colony.  This 
was  just  about  double  the  value  of  the  sugar  crop  of  Jamaica  40 
years  ago,  when  sugar  was  the  chief  staple  of  the  colony  and  fruit 
an  unimportant  minor  product. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  acreage  of  sugar  cane  will  be 
greatly  extended  within  the  next  year.  A  great  part  of  the  lands 
devastated  by  hurricanes  will  be  replanted  in  canes,  and  steps  are 
being  taken  with  the  view  of  erecting  sugar  centrals  in  various  sec- 
tions of  the  island.  A  large  corporation  in  Port  Antonio  has  guar- 
anteed to  plant  10,000  acres  in  sugar  cane  provided  a  central  was 
established,  and  a  number  of  smaller  owners  also  agree  to  devote 
their  lands  to  sugar  cane.  It  is  computed  that  12,000  acres  in  this 
consular  district  are  available  for  cane  cultivation. 

Diminished  Logwood  Exports — Corn  Crop. 

Logwood  exports,  which  were  very  large  in  1916,  decreased  more 
than  half  in  quantity  during  1917,  while  the  value  decreased  to 
about  one-third.  Logwood  extracts,  however,  have  been  in  great 
demand  and  have  maintained  the  value  of  logwood  and  its  products 
at  the  total  of  $-2,627,910  as  against  the  recoi'd  of  $3,893,200  for 
1916,  when  logwood  reached  the  highest  mark  of  its  commercial 
prosperity  due  to  war  conditions. 

Great  interest  has  been  taken  recently  in  the  corn  cultivation  of 
the  colony,  corn  being  the  most  important  minor  product  of 
Jamaica.  The  average  crop  in  the  five  or  six  years  prece<;ling  1914 
was  230,000  bushels,  while  the  im^wrts  amounted  to  an  average  of 
216,540  bushels  of  corn  and  140.384  bushels  of  corn  meal.  In  1917- 
18,  Jamaica  grew  410,000  bushels,  or  180,000  bushels  more  than  the 
average.  It  is  estimated  that  with  an  additional  200,000  bushels 
the  island  will  be  in  a  position  to  supply  its  own  corn  and  corn 
meal.  The  following  fi.gures  show  the  average  acreage  planted  in 
corn:  Average  pre-war  acreage,  10,000  acres;  average  in  1917, 
16,666  acres;  and  the  estimated  average  in  1918,  26,000  acres. 

Corn  mills  for  making  meal  are  now  in  general  use  in  the  sev- 
eral districts  of  the  colony.    Shops  are  making  their  own  corn  meal 
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and  many  houses  have  small  mills.  Corn  meal  is  fast  becoming  the 
common  cereal  of  the  Jamaica  household,  replacing  the  imported 
cereals. 

Some  experiments  in  corn  growing  in  this  district  have  been  made 
by  the  local  agricultural  society,  American  hybridized  corn  and  the 
native  product  being  used.  The  American  corn  proved  to  be  su- 
perior in  yield,  averaging  75  bushels  to  the  acre,  as  compared  with 
72  bushels  from  native  corn,  in  the  number  of  grains  to  the  cob,  and 
in  the  uniformity  of  color. 

Other  Leading  Export  Items. 

OAving  to  war  conditions,  citrus  fruits  have  not  been  able  to  com- 
mand their  usual  market  prices.  The  great  number  of  trees  de- 
stroyed by  the  hurricanes  resulted  in  a  decrease  of  $56,995  in  the 
value  of  the  oranges  exported  in  1917.  Grapefruit  was  sold  in 
greater  quantities,  but  at  only  half  the  pre-war  rate.  Citrus  fruits 
have  also  suffered  a  great  deal  from  the  black  fly,  but  a  black  ant 
that  preys  upon  these  flies  has  recently  been  discovered,  and  in  sev- 
eral instances,  has  already  cleared  the  trees  of  the  pests. 

The  orange-oil  industry  has  thrived  wonderfully  since  the  war; 
exports  amounting  to  $79",703  in  1914,  $141,000  in  1916,  and  $226,382 
in  1917.  This  industry  dates  from  1908,  when  the  Sicilian  earth- 
quake gave  Jamaica  an  opportunity  to  introduce  its  oil,  which  is  now 
well  known  in  the  worlcl  markets.  About  2,000  oranges  yield  2 
pounds  of  oil. 

Honey  exports  in  1917  sold  for  $223,859,  or  an  average  of  $1.34  a 
gallon,  as  against  $127,017  in  1916.  The  value  in  1917  is  three  times 
that  of  1913.  The  cultivation  of  the  castor  bean  and  rice  has  proved 
quite  successful,  both  products  growing  readily  under  local  con- 
ditions. 

Experiments  made  recently  by  growers  of  sweet  potatoes  showed 
that  this  vegetable  is  capable  of  producing  very  fine  starch.  On  or- 
dinary land,  the  yield  of  an  acre  is  from  4  to  6  tons  of  potatoes,  the 
crop  3'ield  in  1917  being  four  times  that  grown  in  1913,  Soya  beans 
also  are  being  successfully  grown  in  Jamaica,  the  native  seed  giving 
the  best  returns. 
Cattle  Industry.  '  ' 

A  recent  cattle  census  showed  that  the  island  is  unusually  well 
stocked  with  cattle,  the  number  given  being  152,969  head.  The  last 
four  years  have  been  good  ones  for  cattle  raising,  with  plenty  of 
grass  and  water,  and  with  tick  dips,  sprays,  and  washes  m  almost 
general  use,  stock  has  been  kept  in  good  condition.  Experiments 
now  being  conducted  in  Australia  to  develop  a  tick-resisting  strain 
of  cattle  are  being  followed  with  much  interest  by  cattlemen  in 
this  colony.  Indian  cattle  are  nearly  tick  proof,  and  even  crosses 
from  that  breed  are  much  freer  from  these  pests  than  other  cattle. 
So  it  is  believed  that  by  crossbreeding  the  tick  evil  might  be  eradi- 
cated in  time. 
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DUTCH  GUIANA. 

By  Consular  Agent,  James  S.  La'wton,  Paramaribo. 

Owing  to  its  location,  excessive  rains,  the  effects  of  war  time,  and 
its  state  of  neutrality,  Dutch  Guiana  experienced  markedly  unfavor- 
able economic  conditions  during  1917.  Its  principal  products,  cacao 
and  coffee,  suffered  especially,  owing  to  lack  of  shipping  facilities, 
and  quantities  of  both  remained  unshipped  or  v;ere  sent  to  New  York 
to  be  sold  at  greatly  reduced  prices. 

The  extension  of  tillage  and  the  opening  of  new  areas  for  cultiva- 
tion were  not  possible  on  account  of  the  lack  of  imported  laborers 
and  the  shortage  of  the  usual  imported  foodstuffs.  During  the 
latter  part  of  the  year,  plantation  managers  began  the  cultivation  of 
rice  and  such  provisions  as  bitter  and  sweet  cassavas,  sweet  potatoes, 
bananas,  plantains,  etc.  The  labor  question,  lack  of  shipping  facili- 
ties, low  rates  of  exchange,  and  weather  conditions  have  affected 
every  article  of  production,  except  sugar. 

Cacao  production  in  1917  amounted  to  2.243,595  kilos,  worth 
$466,667,  showing  a  loss  in  value  compared  with  the  1916  figures, 
1,870,427  kilos,  valued  at  $508,765. 

In  1917,  13  factories  worked  to  full  capacity  in  hulling,  washing, 
and  drying  the  coffee  crop.  Three  other  factories,  in  process  of  con- 
struction, could  not  be  completed  on  account  of  the  difficulty  in  ob- 
taining the  necessary  machinery  from  the  United  States,  although 
the  estate  owners  were  willing  to  pay  the  current  high  prices  for  it. 
Including  the  unsold  portion  of  the  1916  crop  and  the  entire  1917 
crop,  1,200,000  kilos  remained  on  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The 
Surinam  Bank  advanced  at  the  rate  of  16  cents  per  kilo  on  the  quan- 
tity to  the  producers,  and  this  coffee  is  likely  to  be  held  by  the  bank 
for  a  more  favorable  market,  or  until  exchange  rates  in  the  United 
States  improve.  Production  and  values  from  1914  to  1917,  inclusive, 
were  as  follows : 


Year. 

Kilos. 

Value. 

Average 

price  per 

kilo.  0 

Year. 

Kilos. 

Value 

Average 

price  per 

kilo.o 

1914                     .   . 

373,520 
533,375 

S112,n56 
133,677 

SO.  30 

.26 

191S. 
1917. 

770,706 
733,707 

369,933 
234, 786 

i$0.  48 

1915 

.32 

oPrevailing  market  prices 

6 This  price  was  obtained  for  coffee  shipped  to  nolland  at  opportune  times. 

Sugar  Crop — Hubber  and  Balata  Industries. 

Sugar  prices  fluctuated  during  the  year  ranging  from  6.5  cents  to 

5.39  cents  at  the  end  of  1916  and  to  7.5  cents  in  February,  1917,  but 

were  finalh"  stabilized  when  the  United  States  fixed  a  maximum  price 

of  6.9  cents.     Profits  to  the  growers  were  reduced  considerably  by 
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higher  wages  to  the  laborers,  inci'eased  cost  of  foodstuffs,  higher 
prices  for  new  machinery  or  repair  parts,  and  the  scarcity  of  bags. 
Certain  factories  destroyed  large  quantities  of  rum  which  had  not 
been  shipped  to  a^'oid  i^aying  the  revenue  tax. 

Although  the  1917  production  was  greater  than  that  of  1916,  the 
shortage  of  labor  and  the  lack  of  fertilizers  reacted  unfavorably  on 
the  crop,  and  the  cane  was  not  up  to  the  standard  of  previous  years. 
The  production  of  rum  and  sugar  for  191G  and  1917,  and  of  molasses 
for  1917  are  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Products. 

1916 

1917 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

liters.. 

530,375 

489,294 

11,210,209 

$J2,738 

39,414 

1,072,891 

Rum 

Sugar 

do.... 

Idles.. 

1,189,826 
8,249,779 

871,390 
755, 554 

Rubber  production  decreased  about  50  per  cent,  owing  to  plant 
diseases  and  the  lack  of  the  right  kind  of  labor,  but  ruling  prices 
were  high.  There  seems  little  prospect  of  increased  production.  In 
1916,  10,846  Irilos  were  sold  for  $10,846 ;  in  1917,  4,252  kilos  produced 
$5,102.  Balata  production  increased  118,273  kilos  in  1917,  887,565 
kilos  being  produced  against  769,292  kilos  in  1916.  Prices  varied 
during  the  year,  changing  on  the  London  market  from  70  to  92  cents 
per  kilo  and  on  the  New  York  market  from  72  to  95  cents. 
Mining  Industries — Timber  Products — Other  Items. 

High  freight  rates,  tax  on  production,  the  high  price  of  foodstuffs, 
and  reduction  in  the  purchasing  power  of  gold  very  greatly  checked 
the  gold-mining  industry  in  1917,  Onlj'  one  company  operated  on 
a  successful  financial  basis.  The  discovery  of  bauxite  in  Dutch 
Guiana  in  1915  has  resulted  in  the  establishment  of  several  holding 
companies,  which  have  done  extensive  prospecting  and  much  toward 
the  development  of  their  property.  A  special  ordinance  for  this 
industry  was  passed  by  the  Colonial  Parliament  .some  time  ago  and 
sent  to  The  Hague  for  ratification,  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  given 
soon. 

Only  $21,000  worth  of  timber  was  exported  during  1917,  and  the 
industry  is  being  neglected  until  adequate  shipping  space  is  available. 
This  same  cause  has  reduced  the  exports  of  quassia  wood,  which, 
before  the  war,  was  sent  to  German}^  in  considerable  quantities, 
where  it  brought  higher  prices  than  elsewhere.  Letter  wood,  some- 
times called  snake  wood,  noted  for  the  beauty  of  its  markings  and 
adaptability  for  v.'alking  sticks,  was  previously  exported  to  France 
and  to  the  United  States,  but  has  gone  to  the  latter  country  only  since 
the  war.  The  1917  shipments  aggregated  39,263  kilos,  a  slight  in- 
crease over  the  two  previous  years. 

The  first  exports  of  sisal  hemp,  amounting  to  2,225  kilos,  were  made 
to  New  York  during  1:917.  The  quality  was  found  to  be  good,  and 
high  prices  were  obtained.  Owing  to  the  favorable  results,  the  pro- 
ducers are  encouraging  further  cultivation,  as  there  are  large  areas 
of  land  suitable  for  this  purpose. 

An  extensive  drying  plant  for  the  preparation  of  mangrove  bark 
has  been  abandoned  and  the  machinery  has  been  sold,  as  the  business 
has  proved  a  failure. 
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Import  and  Export  Trade. 

Foreign  commerce  in  Dutcli  Guiana  shows  considerable  increase, 
despite  the  many  unfavorable  factors  affecting  it.  Since  1914  the 
United  States  has  been  the  chief  country  participating  in  the  export 
and  import  trade  of  Dutch  Guiana.  The  pre-war  percentages  of 
trade  of  the  various  countries  and  those  of  191G  and  1917  were  as 
follows : 


Imports. 

Exports. 

Countries. 

Pre-war 
average. 

191G 

1917 

Pre-war 
average. 

1916 

1917 

United  States 

Per  cent. 
27.0 
56.0 

1.5 
11.0 

4.5 

Per  cent. 
38.0 
28.5 

1.2 
28.0 

4.3 

Per  cent. 

50.5 

7.2 

.0 

37.7 

4.0 

Per  cent. 
36.0 

46.0 
4.5 

11.0 
2.5 

Per  cent. 
49.1 
22.0 

1.7 
22.5 

4.7 

Per  cent. 
60.5 

7.4 

1.2 

21.1 

All  other  countries 

9.8 

Import  Trade  by  Articles. 

The  following  table  gives  the  value  of  the  imports  from  all  coun- 
tries and  of  those  from  the  United  States  during  1916  and  1917 : 


Articles. 


Total. 


From 
United  States. 


1917 


Ammunition  and  explosives. 

Asplialt 

Beef,  salted  and  smoked 

Beer,  stout,  and  ales 

Books,  all  kinds 

Bottoms,  staves,  and  hoops. . 

Biscuits,  all  kinds 

Butter  and  substitutes 

Candles 

Cement 

Cheese 

Cigars 

Coal 

Dry  goods  and  clothing 

Earthenware 

Fish,  salt  and  smoked 

Ploui-  and  meals 

Hats 

Hides  and  leather 

Iron,  all  kinds 

Jewelry 

Lime 

Nails  and  spikes 

Ncrticns 

Oakum 

Oils: 

Mineral 

Vegetable 

Opium  and  ganja 

Paper,  print,  etc 

Paints  and  varnishes 

Pork,  salt  and  smoked 

Potatoes 

Rice 

Shoes 

Rope '. 

Sacks 

Salt 

Soap 

Tea 

Tin  plate 

Tobacco 

Vinegar,  and  essence  of 

Wine,  all  kinds 

All  other  articles 


85, 

80, 
GO, 
12, 
11, 

8, 
61, 

5, 
12, 

5, 

16, 

12, 

386, 

4, 
37, 
201, 
15, 
29, 
2', 

1, 

15, 

9. 
39, 

1, 


13 
20 
23 
27: 
21 
252 

35: 
s: 

38' 

5: 
23: 

9: 

2: 
42: 

1 

11: 
037; 


811,544 


248 

392 

52 

277 

8 

937 

(i 

755 

19 

583 

72 

071 

6 

514 

H 

039 

7 

78K 

20 

3(57 

<)2 

9S0 

423 

657 

7 

012 

161 

749 

310 

895 

18 

047 

40 

8(i2 

(JO 

198 

993 

10 

2.S4 

8 

117 

86 

350 

1 

941 

181 

323 

102 

166 

13 

.584 

36 

850 

34 

917 

<i4 

954 

1.2 

020 

59 

10(i 

19 

962 

17 

282 

79 

(i2() 

9 

792 

48 

068 

8 

788 

248 

39 

266 

5 

289 

17 

305 

669, 

478 

Total 2, 364, 530 


3,058,376 


8944 

132 

75, 786 

1,346 

444 


$2,209 


221, 539 

15,038 

621 


18, 656 

16,858 
6,172 
9,342 
2,584 
1,912 

55,880 

141,192 

1,032 

30,784 

270, 912 

3,104 

18, 498 

39, 623 

938 

1,050 

1, 305 

48,100 
1,074 

120,391 

75,412 

2,308 

14,389 

19, 255 

56,673 

4,362 

710 

13,474 

4, 033 

13,602 

290 

26, 664 

6, 548 

195 

14, 561 

4, 400 

5,686 

254, 791 


9.5.5,262     1,546,863 


8,158 

2,125 

4,215 

9,997 

202 

92 

12, 402 

166,014 

501 

15,844 

192, 824 

1,644 

8,968 

(i,705 

276 

620 

4, 100 

19,116 

960 

57,183 
43,  403 


3,931 

2,976 

24, 470 

5,925 

368 

21,212 

483 

1,336 

56 

13,043 

5,585 

1,120 

12, 1.56 

673 

230 

237,631 
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Export  Trade  in  Detail. 

Exports  Avere  made  up  cliiefly  of  sugar  and  balata,  both  of  which 
show  an  increase  over  the  1916  figures.  The  value  of  the  principal 
articles  of  export  to  all  countries  and  of  those  to  the  United  States 
during  1916  and  1917  was  as  follows: 


Articles. 

Total. 

To  United  States. 

1916 

1917 

1916 

1917 

$925,410 

.547, 854 

369, 939 

496,416 

5. 250 

5, 018 

10,846 

71,390 

755, 5.54 

12, 147 

21,776 

$l,2-tl,053 

400, 793 

235, 030 

392, 752 

3,260 

12, 738 

5,102 

39, 104 

1, 072, 892 

21,326 

8, 818 

$271,828 
374, 807 

$654,025 

363, 257 

1  032 

Coffee 

Gold,  raw 

493, 628 
2,358 

298, 816 
2  662 

Hides  

Molasses 

Rubber 

10,846 

4,920 

Rum 

36 

Sugar 

425, 638 
3,108 
1,283 

733,008 
19, 813 

Wood 

All  other  articles 

731 

Total 

3, 221, 600 

3,432,868 

1,583,496 

2,078  300 

The  amount  of  the  exports  from  Dutch  Guiana  to  the  principal 
countries  of  destination  is  shown  in  the  following;  table : 


Countries. 

1916 

1917 

Countries. 

1916 

1917 

$4, 187 
727, 549 

26,437 

40, 0.54 
711,820 

54, 398 

$4, 349 
725, 865 

25, 014 
167,493 
2.54,035 
124, 009 

United  Kingdom 

$56, 095 

1,58.3,486 

17, 574 

$43, 176 

United  St  atcs 

2, 078, 300 

All  other  countries 

10, 627 

Total 

Hollanl 

3,221,600 

3,432,868 

Trinidad 

On  account  of  the  war,  trade  heretofore  confined  to  European 
markets  has  been  given  to  American  merchants  and  manufacturers, 
and  this  trade  can  be  permanently  retained  if  sufficient  attention  is 
given  to  the  preferences  of  the  market.  Previously,  a  prejudice 
existed  against  American  machinery,  because  it  was  thought  too 
light;  but  it  has  since  been  found  satisfactory  and  it  is  safe  to  say 
that  this  trade  will  be  held. 

American  hardware,  paints,  and  varnishes  have  an  excellent  repu- 
tation, and  dress  trimmings  from  the  United  States  are  preferred 
to  all  others.  Toys,  boots  and  shoes,  and  butter  from  the  United 
States  sell  better  than  those  from  other  countries.  Considerable  ef- 
fort will  have  to  be  made  to  hold  the  trade  in  dry  goods  and  clothing, 
on  account  of  both  quality  and  price.  The  same  is  true  of  American 
cheese,  and  of  American  linseed  oil.  A  good  market  exists  for  Manila 
and  Porto  Kico  cigars. 
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Articles. 


Toys  and  notions 

Tobacco: 

Manufactured tons. 

Leaf do — 

Cigars do... 

Vehicles: 

Automobiles,  carriages,  and  parts 

Other 

Wood: 

Fire 

Manufacturing,  n.  e.  s , 

All  other  articles  3 


Quantity. 


752 

6, 40& 

91 


Value. 


$1, 762, 6S3 

461,161 

3, 473, 973 

130, 094 

202, 998 
118, 278 

25, 848 
1, 175, 654 
7, 025, 235 


Total 154,125,571 


1917 


Quantity. 


643 
6, 028 


Value. 


.?1, 233, 024 
14, 


■555,342 
,384,563 
231,895 


197, 589 
177, 779 

1,961 
585, 197 
,375,456 


158, 876, 


a  Includes  parcel-post  shipments  valued  at  S5,637,S6Sin  1916  and  $6,611,785  in  1917. 
Changes  in  Import  Trade. 

Although  vahies  for  the  1917  imports  show  an  increase  over  the 
preceding  year,  there  was  a  falling  off  in  quantity  in  most  instances. 
The  most  notable  decrease  was  in  leaf  tobacco.  Imports  during 
1916  amounted  to  6,409  metric  tons,  with  a  value  of  $3,47S,973. 
During  1917  almost  the  same  quantity — 6,028  tons — is  scheduled, 
with  a  custom's  entry  value  of  $14,384,563.  The  import  of  beer  de- 
creased to  a  very  great  extent,  owing  partly  to  the  establishment  of 
the  Navy  and  Army  canteen  board,  which  supplies  all  naval  and 
military  canteens.  Formerly  each  canteen  purchased  its  supplies  in 
the  open  market,  but  the  board  imports  direct,  and  its  goods,  being 
considered  militar}-,  do  not  appear  in  customs  statistics. 

Augmented  price  in  flour  is  reflected  in  the  following  figures :  Im- 
ports during  1916,  26,435  metric  tons,  value  $2,851,665 ;  during  1917, 
22,162  tons,  value  $3,458,634.  Coal  imports  decreased  in  quantity 
from  916,509  tons  during  1916  to  461,987  tons  during  1917.  Cotton 
piece  goods,  always  the  item  of  largest  single  value  in  Egyptian 
imports,  during  1917  amounted  to  15,095  tons  and  94,561,104  metere, 
with  a  value  of  $34,879,342,  against  18,576  tons  and  10,728,458  meters, 
with  a  value  of  $28,614,017  for  1916. 
Chief  Countries  Sharing  Import  Trade  of  Egypt. 

The  principal  countries  of  origin  of  the  more  important  articles 
imported  into  Egypt  during  1917  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


United 
Kingdom. 


France. 


Italy. 


United 
States. 


Japan. 


Animals,  live 

Boots  and  shoes 

Butter  and  cheese 

Cloths,  other  than  cotton 

Clothing 

Coal 

Copper,  brass,  and  manufactures. . . 

Cotton  goods 

Cotton  thread 

Fertilizers 

FloiiF,  wheat,  and  corn 

Frtiits,  dried  and  fresh 

Glass  goods  and  mirrors 

Haberdashery  and  furnishing  goods 

Iron  and  steel  manufactures 

Leather  and  manufactures 

Lime,  plaster,  and  cement 

lingerie 


217, 799 

24, 057 

485, 217 

253, 103 

318,707 

71,382 

056, 347 

062,  Gfio 

198,971 

257,344 

2,180 

123,802 

313, 257 

529, 513 

434, 594 

78,103 

456,086 


45, 
16, 
728, 
119, 


S15,110 
810,416 
14, 082 


$15, 519 


18, 

106, 

15, 


37, 
57, 
108, 
104, 
157, 
31, 
225, 


2,884 

4,474,443 

216,531 


6, 781 

196, 806 

57, 470 

2,480 

65 


S350, 198 
48,538 


2.260 
27;  131 


424, 070 
244,205 
103,902 

38, 528 
594 

34,661 
154,216 


24, 551 
195 

62,744 
414,115 
124,925 


184, 006 
527, 483 
12,779 
11,262 


291, 501 
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Articles. 


United 
Kingdom. 


France. 


Italy. 


United 
States. 


Japan. 


Liquors  and  spirit"; 

Lumber  and  timber 

Machinery  and  parts 

Matches 

Meats,  preserved,  and  smoked  fish. 

Oil,  olive 

Oil.  other  than  vegetable 

Petroleum 

Sacks  and  bags 

Soap 

Sugar . 


5682,313 
49, 371 

787,:322 


$378, SSfi 
4,157 
90, 404 


121.746 

923 

195, 553 


13.992 
15, 379 

70, 948 


J26, 946 

1,198 

27,049 

512,842 
11,357 
10, 279 

162, 185 


«9,.511 
126,631 
280,  .593 


37, 794 
449, 529 


2,974,080 


8282,060 


Tobacco  and  manufactures . . 
Toys,  stationery,  and  notions 
Wines 


279, 101 
138,358 
31,143 


25,444 

125 

6,472 

45,968 

219, 400 


1,452 


139, 500 
27,430 
161,781 


1,722 

S8'27S 

3,074 


589,244 
31,886 


In  addition,  Ab^yssinia  snpplied  coffee  valued  at  $250,261 ;  Brazil 
furnished  coffee  valued  at  $817,267;  British  Mediterranean  posses- 
sions— fruits,  $546,064.  wines,  $511.255 ;  British  possessions  in  the 
Orient  and  Africa — meats  and  fish,  $6,027,622,  oil  other  than  ve2;e- 
table,  $322,918.  rice,  $1,226,417,  sacks  and  bags,  $5,365,053;  Chile- 
fertilizers,  $3,466,902 ;  China — tobacco  and  manufactures,  $1,425,- 
588 ;  Greece— fruits,  $131,137,  olive  oil,  $829,583,  oil  other  than  vege- 
table, $136,546,  tobacco  and  manufactures,  $11,439,246;  India — boots 
and  shoes  $161,841,  coffee,  $1,358,847,  cotton  thread,  $2,253,274,  flour, 
$3,184,448 ;  Switzerland — boots  and  shoes,  $228,367  ;  Turkey — tobacco 
and  manufactures,  $349,255, 

Articles  of  Export. 

The  following  table  shows  the  articles  of  export  and  their  value 
for  1916  and  1917 : 


Articles. 


Quantity. 


Alcohol tons . 

Animal  products,  n.  e.  s 

]5eans 


4,364 


Bullion,  gold  ani  silver tons. 

(  ereals,  n.  e.  s 

( igarettes tons. 

Corn bushels. 

Cotton a  bales. 

Cotton  oil  cake ton;. 

Cotton  seed bushels. 

(  ottonseed  oil tons . 

Dyestufls 

Eggs thousanJs . 

Flour,  wheat,  an.l  corn tons. 

tium  arable do.. . 

Hides  an  1  skins 

Metal  manufactures 

Onions tons . 

Phosphates,  crude do. . . 

Quails .heads . 

Rice ton ; . 

Sugar do . . . 

Salt do . . . 

Vegetables  and  cereals,  u.  c.  s 

Wheat bushels. 

Wool tons . 

All  other  articles 


Ij 


328 

4,905,115 

1,083,  .387 

84,247 

9, 819, 468 

1,422 


23"),  369 

9,196 

630 


Total. 


62,  S03 
20,  .526 

551, 400 
22, 838 
28, 818 

150, 372 


382,  em 

2,73t 


Value. 


1, 

4, 

148, 

2. 

9, 


080, 7&1 
311,6-10 
572, 428 
872,407 
718, 231 
303,042 
.i49, 5SS 
770, 273 
5"i2, 185 
475, 236 
290, 697 
10;»,007 
2.59, 61S 
7.55, 686 
118,712 
084, 922 
111,741 
.551,206 
203, 570 
29, 266 
406, 975 
196, 791 
112,764 
161,506 
557, 752 
355, 339 
300,  70S 


186,931,197 


Quantity. 


Value. 


285 

527, 371 

814,740 

82,  298 

9, 210, 093 

2,206 


ISS, 004 
4, 7.50 
7,165 


62, OOS 
25, 915 
16, 800 
9,234 
25, 980 
157, 324 


371,722 
1,4S6 


S170,  972 
335,468 
106, 442 
479, 823 

1,124,  .551 

2, 024, 767 

752, 567 

167,141,013 

2, 932,  .578 

9, 073, 102 
593,401 
79, 965 

2, 254, 981 
572, 288 

1,848,071 

3, 813, 588 
80, 042 

1, 442, 370 
234, 725 
■  1,008 
969, 133 

4,581,379 
118,542 
328, 791 
340, 722 
795, 137 

2, 668, 028 


204, 892, 454 


a  Bales  of  500  pounds. 

As  in  the  import  trade,  the  1917  exports  show  an  increase  in  value, 
but  a  decrease  in  quantities.     Over  80  per  cent  of  the  value  of  Egyptian 


EGYPT. 


exports  is  represented  bv  cotton.  ^Yllicll  during  191G  amounted  to 
1,083,387  bales  of  500  pounds,  estimated  at  a  value  of  $118,770,273. 
The  figures  for  1917  are  814,740  bales,  worth  $167,141,013. 

There  was  only  a  slight  difference  between  the  exports  of  cotton 
seed,  the  item  second  in  importance  in  Egyptian  exports,  for  1910  and 
those  for  1917.  Returns  are  given  as  9,819,468  bushels,  valued  at 
$9,475,296,  for  1916,  and  9,210,093  bushels,  valued  at  $9,073,102,  for 
1917.  The  stability  in  the  movement  and  price  of  cotton  seed  during 
the  two  years  may  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  the  entire  crops  were 
purchased  by  the  British  Government  at  a  fixed  price. 

Countries  of  Destination  for  Egyptian  Exports. 

The  share  of  Egypt's  products  purchased  by  the  United  Kingdom, 
France,  Italy,  the  United  States,  and  Japan  during  1917  is  shown  by 
the  accompanying  table : 


Articles. 

United 
Kingdom. 

France. 

Italy. 

United 

States. 

Japan. 

1446,047 

103,712,769 

9,070,373 

S154,516 

8, 698, 628 

2,645 

535, 283 

1,148 

S103, 428 
10, 997, 841 

Sll,817 
25,144,551 

S19  247 

Cotton                     

7  051  464 

Cotton  seed       

33.404 

' ' 

205 

2,262,896 

347. 888 

252,035 

10, 889 

230, 548 

2,931,436 

1,171,912 

55, 634 

74,  765 

124, 710 

2,295 

37,545 

795, 137 

Eggs           

71^ 

5,909 

116,657 

i.26.8 

l,40fi,0S3 

44,262 

351,741 

654 

10, 465 

561, 121 

124.  U7 

Onions         

160, 404 

42, 165 
13. 812 

9,306 

1 

Silver  bullion         

115 

973 

17, 450 

569 
213,657 

1,345 

Wool      

1                       1 

Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

The  table  that  follow.s  gives  the  declared  exports  to  the  United 
States  from  all  of  Egypt  during  1916  and  1917: 


Ai-ticles. 


1916 


Quantitj'. 


Chemicals,  dyes,  and  drugs: 

se""^!^'^^^^^ SSs:: 

Colocynth do 

Coffee  mills cases 

Cotton,  unmanufactured "  bales. . 

Gramophone  records cases. . 


G^^^^'-^bic, g^g^, 


Hides. 


\pounds.. 

Guts barrels . . 

Hides  and  skins: 

(bales... 

"\picces.. 

«i-- Ss:: 

i-^y &^:; 

Ivory  manufactures  (Sudanese  goods) parcels. . 

Ivorj%  vegetable bags. . 

Paper  manufactures:  Books cases. . 

Paper  stock:  Rags bales. . 

Pipes  and  smokers'  articles cases . . 

Plants  and  trees:  Palms packages. . 

Provisions do 


140 
41,547 


3 

160, 369 

13 

10, 345 

1,319,297 
58 

3,678 
9,442 
3,178 
49,906 
122,477 
1,S06 


400 

3 

2,300 


Value. 


S8, 459 


434 

27, 968, 063 

912 


79, 542 

}  255,908  j{  ,:^;i' 


■5, 

423,821 
175, 084 
276, 508 


4,964 

580 

19,851 


1917 


Quantity.        Value. 


188 
47,249 
5,500 


759 

556 
60, 289 
29, 795 

315 


?34,569 
2,779 


20, 939, 225 
179,620 


75, 672 

142,216 

66, 909 
766 


296  L 

417  I. 


«  Egyptian  bales  of  850  pounds. 
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Articles. 

1916 

1917 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Saddlebags,  Persian 

nieces.. 

126 

2,108,700 

850 

188 

22,919 

5a 

189 

$718 

Tobacco  and  manufactures: 

Cigarettes 

Leaf                

pieces.. 

bales.. 

29,961 
35,848 

1,846,500 
386 

} 

$23,435 
49,993 

22,310 

Tumbak 

Vegetables: 

Beans 

(bales 

\pounds.. 

bags..' 

do 

pieces 

]■        14,343 

733 

426 

3  865 

/             198 
\          2, 202 

Lentils 

.•^.T 

1  630 

Total 

29, 226, 289 

21,539,338 

Shipping  Statistics. 

The  table  that  follows  gives  the  net  tonnage  and  the  nationality 
of  vessels  entering  Egyptian  ports  during  1013  and  1917,  showing  the 
decline  in  shipping  during  the  past  four  years : 


Year. 

Alex 

indria.. 

Tort  Said. 

Suez. 

Suez  Canal. 

Nationality. 

Ves- 
sels. 

Net 
tonnage. 

Ves- 
sels. 

Net 
tonnage. 

Ves- 
sels. 

Net 
tonnage. 

Ves- 
sels. 

Net 
tonnage. 

Austro-Himgarian 

British 

1913 
f  1913 
\  1917 
f  1913 
\  1917 
/  1913 
\  1917 

1913 
/  1913 
\  1917 
f  1913 
\  1917 

1913 
/  1913 
\  1917 

233 
705 
230 

36 

1 

110 

14 
184 
128 

44 
211 

41 
143 
182 

16 

462,640 

1,408,597 

463,4.34 

43,065 

2,316 

333,027 

.34,209 
450, 155 
105.116 

40,173 
332,115 

70,050 
2S7, 719 
276, 226 

30, 878 

120 

496 

115 

2 

1 

61 

1 

37 

28 

1 

39 

1 

119 

20 

236, 104 

800, 145 

127,. 529 

3,621 

356 

181,901 

3,570 

78,. 504 

28,675 

465 

66, 363 

1,0.38 

208,025 

23,282 

1 

361 
263 
6 
17 
3 
2 
3 

3  779 

226; 362 

366,859 

12,944 

41,107 

5,491 

4,879 

8,190 

344 

2,902 

668 

238 

31 
355 
137 
771 

17 
124 

89 
149 
109 
1.54 
102 

677,. 301 
9,748,694 

Dutch 

2, 285, 853 
1,087,399 

French 

104,659 
814,911 

German 

-2,643,536 

37, 550 

3 
21 
43 

3, 790 
14,378 
38,431 

Italian 

2a2, 094 
215,6.53 

Russia 

272, 537 

All  other 

6 
21 

3,840 
45, 131 

702,609 

Total 

(  1913 
\  1917 

1,932 
346 

3,718,660 
041,060 

922 
119 

1,026,020, 
132, 958 

401 
339 

274,984 
500, 197 

4,979 
1,211 

16,200,390 

These  returns,  t^aken  from  the  report  of  the  Egyptian  Ports  and 
Lights  Administration,  do  not  include  British  Admiralt}^  chartered 
vessels  and  therefore  do  not  reflect  the  actual  maritime  movement. 

No  American  vessels  arrived  at  Alexandria  durin"-  1917. 
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